to a case with relevant connections to different states. This is a question of great practical relevance, one where comparative law can provide important assistance, especially when dealing with unfamiliar foreign legal institutions.
The textbook example is the "morning gift"
(dower) or mahr of Islamic law: on the occasion of their marriage, the groom promises his bride a certain payment or benefit, whose presentation is usually deferred to the time of the dissolution of the marriage, be it by divorce or death.
6 For instance, How is the mahr to be classified within In our time, however, it is the much-evoked phenomenon of "globalisation" that provides impetus for engagement with non-state law. This development seems difficult to reconcile with a general subjection of private cross-border relationships to national legal orders.
Running parallel to this observation is the development of the doctrine of autonomousmeaning non-state -international commercial law, the so-called "new" lex mercatoria.
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The starting point of this doctrine was the observation that the rules of national legal orders are not adequately well adapted to the needs of international commerce. According to the doctrine's proponents, the "international community of merchants" has, over time, developed autonomous rules which are better adapted to its needs, these rules being considered binding by this community, and enforced chiefly by means of arbitration. 27 The doctrine of "lex mercatoria" has been the subject of fierce debate for half a century.
It is not only the existence of a sufficiently homogenous "international community of merchants" and of the opinio juris necessary for the formation of customary law that are in doubt, but also the existence of sufficiently concrete legal principles. 
